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Abstract: This paper examines the inherent tensions between the principles of sovereignty and
self-determination, exploring their historical and contemporary implications. It analyses the
longstanding case of the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland as an example of how these
concepts interact, leading to conflict and eventual resolution, after many decades. By evaluating
historical context, legal frameworks, and the eventual Good Friday Agreement, this study provides
insight into how these principles can be reconciled to prevent future conflicts. This research highlights
the necessity of international diplomacy, historical awareness, and the necessary adaptability and
pragmatism of political frameworks in addressing sovereignty-related disputes. Furthermore, it
discusses how similar tensions are manifested in other geopolitical contexts, making this study
relevant beyond the Irish example. By drawing comparisons with other self-determination
movements worldwide, this paper aims to provide a broader understanding of the delicate balance
required to maintain peace and stability within sovereign states. The examination of past and present
political negotiations highlights that resolving conflicts related to sovereignty and self-determination
requires compromise, understanding, grievance recognition, patience, and innovative policy
solutions. Additionally, the role and motivation of external actors, including international
organisations and foreign governments, in either exacerbating or mitigating tensions, is assessed to
provide a more comprehensive view of global conflict resolution strategies.

Keywords: Sovereignty, self-determination, Northern Ireland, Ireland, Eire, conflict, Good
Friday Agreement, national identity, reconciliation, conflict, peace.

SUVERENLIK VO OZ MUQODDORATINI TOYINETMONIN BIRGO
MOVCUDLUGUNDAN YARANAN MUNAQISOLORIN TOHLILI
Neyl Vatson

Xiilasa: Bu moqals suverenlik vo 6z miigaddaratini toyinetms prinsiplori arasindaki daxili
gorginliklori aragdirir vo onlarin tarixi vo miiasir naticolorini todqiq edir. Irlandiya Respublikasi vo
Simali irlandiya arasindaki uzunmiiddatli miinaqisoya osaslanaraq, bu anlayislarin neco qarsiligh
olagado oldugunu vo on illorlo davam edon problemin sonra neco hall olundugunu tohlil edir. Tarixi
kontekst, hiiquqi g¢orgivolor vo nohayot, Yaxs1 Ciimo Sazisini nozordon kecirmoklo, bu todqiqat
galacok miinaqigealorin qarsisini almagq ti¢lin bu prinsiplarin neco uzlagdirila bilocayine dair anlayis
togdim edir.

Bu aragdirma gostorir ki, beynolxalq diplomatiya, tarixi malumatliliq v siyasi ¢ar¢ivalarin
lazimi uygunlagsma va pragmatizmi suverenlikla bagli miibahisalorin hallinds asas shomiyyst dasiyir.
Bundan slave, oxsar gorginliklorin digor geosiyasi kontekstlords neco 6ziinili gostordiyini miizakira
edorak, bu tadqgigatin Irlandiya niimunasindon konarda da aktualligini vurgulayir. Diinyadaki digor 6z
miigaddoratint toyinetmo horokatlar1 ilo miiqayisslor aparmaqla, bu moaqalo suveren dovlstlor
daxilinds siilh vo sabitliyi qorumaq {i¢iin tolob olunan inco tarazligi daha genis sokildo basa diismoyo
komak etmayi hadoaflayir.

Keg¢mis vo indiki siyasi danisiglarin tohlili gostorir ki, suverenlik vo 6z miigoddoratini toyinetmo
ilo bagli miinaqgiselorin halli kompromis, qarsiligl anlay1s, sikayatlorin taninmasi, sebir va innovativ
siyasot hollori tolob edir. Bundan olava, beynolxalq toskilatlar vo xarici hokumotlor do daxil olmagqla,
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xarici aktorlarin bu gorginliklori ya giiclondirmek, ya da yumsaltmaq motivasiyast vo rolu
giymatlondirilorak, global miinaqisalorin holli strategiyalarina daha ohatoli baxis toqdim edilir.

Acar sézlor: Suverenlik, 6z miigoddoratini toyinetmo, Simali Irlandiya, irlandiya, Eire,
miinaqiso, Yaxs1 Climo Sazisi, milli kimlik, barisiq, siilh.

AHAJIN3 KOH®JIUMKTOB, BOSHUKAIOIUX U3-3A COCYIIECTBOBAHUA
CYBEPEHUTETA U CAMOOIIPEJAEJIEHUSA
Hwua Barcon

Pesrome. B [1aHHOM cCTaTbe pPAacCMaTpUBAIOTCS BHYTPEHHHE IPOTUBOPEUUS MEKIY
IPUHLMIIAMUA CYBEPEHHUTETAa U CaMOOIPENEICHUS, a TaKKE UX HCTOPUYECKHE M COBPEMECHHBIE
MOCTECTBHS. AHaIM3UpyeTcss AaBHUNA KOHGMIMKT Mexnay PecnyOmukoit Upnanaus u CeBepHoit
Wpnannueil, oOyclOBIEHHBIM 3aTSHYBIIMMCS HPOTHBOCTOSHUEM. M3yueHHe HCTOPUUYECKOro
KOHTEKCTa, MpaBoBbIX paMok M bendacrckoro cornmamenus (Cornamenne CTpacTHOW NSATHHIIBI)
MO’KET IOMOYb B IPUMHUPEHHUH PA3IMUHBIX IPUHIUIIOB, CBA3aHHBIX C ypEeryJIupoBaHHEM KOH(IIUKTA,
a TaKKe M MpeNoTBpameHus Oyaymmx KOHGUIMKTOB. MccienoBaHue MOJUYEPKUBAECT BaXKHOCTD
MEXyHAapOAHOM AUIIIIOMATUH, HCTOPUUYECKON OCBEIOMIICHHOCTH, a TAaKXKe THOKOCTH U ITparMaTu3Ma
MOJINTUYECKUX MEXaHU3MOB IIPU pa3pelIeHNn CIIOPOB, CBA3aHHbBIX ¢ cyBepeHuTeToM. Kpome Toro, B
CTaTb€ paccMaTpUBAETCA, KaK AaHAJOTMYHBIE IIPOTUBOPEYMS IMPOSBIAIOTCA B APYTHUX
reO0NOJIMTUYECKUX KOHTEKCTAX, YTO JEJIaeT UCCIIE0BaHUE AKTYalIbHBIM HE TOJIBKO JJIsl UPJIaH/ICKOTO
Bonpoca. [TyreM cpaBHeHus ¢ IpyrMMH ABM>KEHUSAMH 32 CAMOOIIPEIEIICHUE B MUPE, ABTOP CTPEMUTCS
nath OoJiee MUPOKOE MPEACTABICHUE O TOHKOM OasiaHce, HeOOXOAMMOM ISl TOIACP KaHUsI MUpPa U
CTa0MJIBHOCTU B CYBEPEHHBIX IOCyJapcTBax. AHAJIN3 MPOLUIBIX U COBPEMEHHBIX NOIMTUYECKUX
MIEPErOBOPOB TOKA3bIBAET, YTO pa3pelieHHe KOH(MIMKTOB, CBA3aHHBIX C CYBEPEHUTETOM U
caMmoolipeielieHueM, TpeOyeT KOMIPOMKCCa, B3aMMOIIOHUMAaHUs, IPU3HAHUS TIPETEH3HM, TepreHus
Y WHHOBAIlMOHHBIX MOJUTHUYECKUX pelleHUi. JIOMOJHUTENBHO OLEHUBAETCS POJIb U MOTHBAIUS
BHEUIHUX aKTOPOB, BKJIIOYAs MEXIYHapOAHbIE OpPraHM3allMM M HMHOCTPAaHHBIE IPAaBUTENILCTBA,
KOTOpble MOTYyT JH0O0 YCyryOisiTh, JMOO CMAr4aTh HaINpPsHDKEHHOCTb, MPEAOCTaBisisl Oosee
KOMIUIEKCHBIN B3IUISAJ] HAa CTPATErHH YpEeryJInpOBaHUsI MUPOBBIX KOH(IMKTOB.

KuroueBble ciioBa: cyBepeHUTET, camoonpenenenue, Cesepnast Upnanaus, Upnanaus, Diipe,
KoHGuuKT, Cornamnenue CTpacTHOM MATHUIIBI, HAMOHANbHAS UIEHTUYHOCTh, IPUMUPEHUE, MUD

Discussion: Contemporary Implications and Future Perspectives. The ongoing impact of
Brexit on Northern Ireland presents a new set of challenges concerning the balance between
sovereignty and self-determination. The United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union has
led to increased political tensions regarding border controls, economic stability, and national identity
in Northern Ireland. The Northern Ireland Protocol, known as the ‘Irish Backstop’, designed to
prevent a hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland (Eire), has been met with
significant resistance from Unionist communities who view it as a threat to their ties with the UK.
This demonstrates that, even after formal peace agreements, the issues of governance and self-
determination continue to evolve, requiring constant political renegotiation and compromise.

Moreover, the case of Northern Ireland serves as a framework for understanding similar
disputes across the world. Examples include the Catalonian independence movement in Spain, calls
for Basque independence from Spain and France and Scottish demands for another independence
referendum, which reflect similar conflicts between the principles of sovereignty and self-
determination. These cases illustrate how historical grievances, economic considerations, and cultural
identity shape modern self-determination struggles. The lessons learned from the Northern Ireland
peace process, including an emphasis on power-sharing, international mediation, and gradual
psychological reconciliation, provide valuable insights into managing such disputes in other regions.

Introduction The coexistence of sovereignty and self-determination has been a source of
political tension and conflict throughout history. The right to self-determination is a fundamental
principle enshrined in international law, enabling groups to define their own political status (United
Nations Charter, 1945, Article 1, Paragraph 2). Conversely, sovereignty emphasises the inviolability
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of existing state borders (Treaty of Westphalia, 1648). The friction between these two concepts has
resulted in numerous conflicts, including the case of Northern Ireland, where cultural, religious, and
political divisions led to prolonged violence [6, 2002, p. 78].

Theoretical Framework Sovereignty, as defined by the Treaty of Westphalia (1648), establishes
the absolute authority of a state over its territory [5, p. 32]. On the other hand, self-determination is a
principle stated in the United Nations Charter (Article 1, Paragraph 2) and reaffirmed by the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [6, p. 102]. The challenge arises when groups
within a sovereign state demand self-determination, instability or conflict [4, p. 56].

Historical Context: Ireland and Northern Ireland The conflict in the island of Ireland dates
back to the 17th century, when British and Scottish settlers were relocated to Northern Ireland by the
British government, which ruled Ireland for centuries (The British Library, 2022, p. 12).

Colonial Influence and Partition British colonial policies significantly shaped the division of
Ireland. The Government of Ireland Act 1920 formally separated Northern Ireland from the rest of
the island, creating a self-governing entity within the UK. The Anglo-Irish Treaty (1921) led to the
establishment of the Irish Free State a year later, whilst Northern Ireland opted to remain under British
rule. These developments reinforced sectarian divisions and led to further political unrest [5, p. 67].
Tensions grew between the Catholic Irish nationalists, who sought the unification of Northern Ireland
with the Republic of Ireland, and the Protestant Unionists, who favoured remaining part of the United
Kingdom [7, p. 8].

The Troubles (1969-98) The late 20th century saw the escalation of hostilities, known as ‘The
Troubles’. This was characterised by violent confrontations between the Irish Republican Army
(IRA), the British Army, and Loyalist paramilitary groups. Over 3,500 people lost their lives due to
bombings, assassinations, and civil unrest (O'Leary, 2019, p. 98). Key incidents included:

« The assassination of Lord Mountbatten (1979) [6, 2002, p. 156]. The Hyde Park and Regent's
Park bombings (1982) (BBC History, 2020, p. 17). The Brighton Bomb — an attempt to assassinate
the UK Government, including Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (1984) (13,1993 p.567) The 1996
Manchester Bombing [4, p. 72].

International Influence and Political Developments The conflict extended beyond Ireland
and the UK, with support for the Irish Republicans coming from various global actors, including the
Irish diaspora in the United States, the Palestine Liberation Organisation and Libya under Muammar
Gaddafi (McKittrick & McVea, 2002, p. 214). Meanwhile, the British government sought to maintain
order through military deployment and political strategies [8, p. 112].

The Good Friday Agreement (1998) The Good Friday Agreement marked the end of The
Troubles and established a framework for peace. Key provisions included:

« Power-sharing between Unionists and Nationalists [5, p. 140]. Disarmament of paramilitary
groups (BBC History, 2020, p. 30). Cross-border cooperation between Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland [4, p. 88].

« A legal mechanism for the potential future unification of Ireland at an unspecified date [6, p.
198].

Post-Agreement Developments Despite the success of the Good Friday Agreement, political
tensions remain. The devolution of power to the Northern Ireland Assembly has faced challenges,
with periods of suspension due to political disagreements. The role of paramilitary organisations
continues to be a point of concern [9, p. 43].

Contemporary Status and Future Perspectives Today, the status of Northern Ireland remains
a contentious issue, particularly in light of Brexit and its implications for the Irish border. The 2016
Brexit referendum reignited debates about sovereignty and self-determination, as Northern Ireland
voted to remain in the EU, whilst the UK as a whole voted to leave. Key challenges include:

e The implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol and its impact on trade and political
stability [10, p. 120].

« The possibility of a future referendum on Irish unification, as specified under the Good Friday
Agreement [6, p. 230].
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« The continued influence of nationalist and unionist political movements in shaping the future
of the region [11, p. 75].

Discussion: Sovereignty vs. Self-Determination in Ireland The case of Northern Ireland
illustrates the complexities of reconciling sovereignty with self-determination. Key questions remain:

« Should the Republic of Ireland’s larger population dictate Northern Ireland’s fate? [4, p. 110].

« Do Northern Irish Protestants have a right to their own distinct identity and governance? [5,
p. 156].

Conclusion The case of Northern Ireland underscores the ongoing challenges of managing self-
determination within sovereign states. The Good Friday Agreement serves as an example of how
diplomacy and mutual recognition can mitigate longstanding conflict. However, the struggle for
national identity and political autonomy remains relevant in many regions worldwide. The lessons
drawn from the Irish conflict emphasise the importance of patient negotiation, external mediation,
and the establishment of mutually-agreed institutions that promote reconciliation.

The contemporary political landscape, particularly with the challenges posed by Brexit,
demonstrates that peace agreements require continuous adaptation to reflect evolving circumstances.
Moving forward, it is essential for both local and international actors to remain committed towards
preserving stability and dialogue in Northern Ireland, not seeking to capitalise on this for their own
purposes. Future conflicts must seek to learn from such historical precedents to foster peaceful
resolution, recognising that sovereignty and self-determination are not mutually exclusive, but rather
interdependent concepts, requiring careful negotiation and compromise.

The balance between maintaining territorial integrity and acknowledging the right to self-
determination remains a significant challenge for many nations. The Northern Ireland case illustrates
how protracted conflict can give way to diplomatic solutions through sustained effort and goodwill.
Moreover, the role of cultural identity in self-determination movements must not be underestimated,
as historical grievances and national consciousness plays a crucial role in shaping political outcomes.
Therefore, future peacebuilding efforts should prioritise inclusivity, power-sharing mechanisms, and
international cooperation to ensure lasting stability in contested regions.
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